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For the Prisoner’s Frieud. 
THE POET’S WISH. 
[BY A DISCHARCED CONVICT.] 


O do not inter me in that gloomy shade, 
Where the dust of the great and the mighty are laid, 
‘Nor cumber my breast with a cold chisel’d stone, 
To be trod and perused by the stranger alone; 

I’d rather by far that my corse should be burried 
On the breast of the wave to a far desolate isle, 

And lay on the shell-scatter’d margin unburied, 
Than sleep with tae heroes who tenant the pile. 


But, Sexton, you know of a beautiful nook, 

That’s cheer’d by the notes of a deep-running brook, 

Where two mossy thorns o'er a green hillock meet, 

And scatter their bloom o'er the tranquil retreat: 
You know that my love in that Eden reposes, 

For oft you have seen me at eve by her bed, 
Bedewing with tearlets the tuft of wild roses 

Which modestly smile undisturb’d o’er her head 


O there let me slumber, when perish’d my breuth, 
For why should my heart be divided in death 
From her on whose smiles I existed for years, 
‘The spring of my joys and the check of my tears? 
And listen, O listen, her spirit is calling, 
f know her soft voice as it dies on the breeze, 
She sees like a sun-faded blossom I’m falling, 
The victim of grief and the prey of disease. 


There, fann’d by the zephyrs that float from the hill, 
And Jull’d by the music that flows in the rill, 
Till comes the Archangel, how sweet shallI rest, 
With my head softly pillow’d upon her fond breast; 
The friends of our childhood shall load with caresses 
The darlings of Flora that grow o’er our grave, 
And o’er us the pretty labernum’s gold tresses, 
Each sweet summer morning shall gracefully wave. 


But why should a poet, cut down in his prime, 

Ere fear or resist the encroachments of time, 

For his harp will be heard o’er mountain and vale, 

When the fingers that swept it are palsied and pale 
Away with all tinsel’d and false decorations, 

His griefs and his joys are embalm’d with his song, 
And his name deeply ’grav’d on the heart of the na- 

tions, 

That hang with unwearied delight on his tongue. 

LAW OF LOVE. 

A brother errs—but wherefore bring 
The carnal weapons sure to kill? 

These only rouse a serpent’s sting, 
And not the law of love fulfil. 


The tender language of the soul, 
Where love in every word is seen, 

Will passion’s raging flames control, 
And back to truth and virtue win. 


IPIBUSON IRIS IRIN Do 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
EXPOSITION OF THE NINTH CHAPTER OF GENESIS. 
NUMBER VI. 

MEANING OF THE FIFTH AND SIXTH VERSES IN THE 
HEBREW, AND IN THE SEPTUAGINT. 


CONCLUSION. 

So then stands the Hebrew and the Greek of 
these two verses, 5th and 6th; so general in its 
thought ; so indefinite as to its precise meaning : 
depending for its interpretation, after all that the 
greatest skill in language can do for it, upon spir- 
You gather it‘ with certainty 
as to a dread result of crime upon the soul, but 
without the definiteness of any specific sentence. 

Yet human legislation has taken these verses, 
whereon to build the foundation of penal author- 
To found the punishment 
of death denounced by man for crime against his 


itual experience. 


ity over the life of man! 


law, upon this shadowy pronunciation of necessa- 
ry and fatal consequences in the soul! 

If the law of degenerate, godless, human society 
had not first assumed to punish crime with death, 
out of its own evil and fallen state, on the author- 
ity of its own passions and darkened heart, would 
this passage ever have been resorted to, as Divine 
sanction for that penalty? 
have been found in it? 


Could such authority 
‘The axe and the halter, 
already existing in actual in society, have been the 
} commentary by which we have interpreted this 
passage. ‘The doctrine is,in the commentary, not 
in the text. Here lies the mistake of this scrip- 
ture interpretation ; in our ewn evil hearts, more 
than in our want of skill in Greek and Hebrew. 
Men know themselves, their ownacts and passions, 
and these make interpretations accordingly. God’s 
word seems to us higher, and more, as our acts 
and words are higher, and more in the grace of 
love. 
our skill and scholarship, so shall we have pow- 


er to interpret. Our interpretations are a kind of 








declaration of ourselves. We put ourselves into 


the scripture, and call it God. The Jew’s pride 


and national ambition made him construe Moses 
and the prophets to foretell atemporal, king-Christ; 
his hatred of the Gentiles made him interpret, 
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,’ into 
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and ha‘e _Line ene- 
my.’ He called it the word of God, the text of 
scripture—but the word was in his heart, the text 
was in his heart. “The disciples of the divine Je- 
sus thought the ‘ kingdom of heaven,’ he spoke of 
continually, had a throne, and great places around 
the throne, and glory and power, and so they in- 
terpreted his scripture. The throne and the pow- 
The 
bread they thought he meant to rebuke them for 
forgetting, when he said, ‘ Take heed, and beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven 


er were in their hearts, not in his scripture. 





of Herod,’ was in their carnal heart, not in his 
scripture. 

The SBible is the word of God, according to the 
spiritual, as well as the intellectual being of its 
interpreters. 


5 


know of the doctrine ;? not whoso shall curiously 
When human society shall seek 
to do the work of love through their laws, then a 
deeper divinity shall manifest itself in the scrip- 
ture. A father’s and mother’s soul is the best in- 
terpreter of God’s word. 
elation of all his works. 


| study the word. 


It is God’s greatest rev- 
They all declare him, 
The heavens shall de- 
clare his glory ; the blossoming earth shall image 
; his beauty ; the forces of nature shall declare his 





animate and inanimate. 





power ; the relations of father and mother and 
child, only, in the purified human heart, shall de- 
In love is God revealed ; 
to loveishe revealed. Dostthoulove? ‘Then hast 
thou a revelation of God the Father, and mayest 


clare his endless love. 


feelings of this kind, that the anti-radicals set 
themselves about investigating charges against 
Mr. Berry, The town was full of them, and it 
seemed for atime that he could not be chosen. 
The Senate appointed a committee to investigate. 


As we are in our hearts, not so much in \ 


‘ Whoso shall do the will, he shall | 


The revelation | They did so, and the result was that they could 


It was believed 


interpret his word. If not, not. 
must accord with the heart of the interpreter. 


For myself, I am ready to say, so very a father 


attach no blame to the warden. 
that under the new administration, Mr. Berry 
is God to me ; so loving to all his children ; so es-- would be found a useful officer, able and willing 
pecially tender to his sinful and prodigal sad sons ;| to carry out the directions of the Governor and 
(‘and when he was yet agreat way off, his father | Council, and disposed to devote himself to the 
saw him, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed | good of the institution. 
him ;’) that if the book, though called his by every —_——_ 
Andrew Howard. 

me to kill his child, my brother, deliberately, on| The late execution ot Howard at Dover, N.H., 
the gallows, for any crime ; I must say, beyond | has already turned the attention of many to the 
the reach of a question in my spirit, the book is | imexpediency of Capital Punishment. The press 
not from God the Father. It may be the word of | has spoken on the subject. We present the fol- 
what we will call, and worship for God, in our | lowing from the papers named below: 

evil hearts, the God revealed to our unloving hearts, Anprew Howarp was hung at Dover, N. H., on 
but cannot be the word of God the Js | Wednesday for the murder of Phebe Hanson in 1843. 


‘het . . ew d i ery i srfect intelle i 
Christendom alive, in Jesus, to the thought of the He was a man of very imperfect intellect, and ought 

. .,| on that account to have had the sympathy of those who 
Or is it 


| refused to commute his punishment, at the request of an 





outward authority, demanded of me, commanded | 


Father. 

sonship of man with the Farner Gop? 

not dead, still, in the thought of the subjectship of | . ae a if 
immense number of intelligent and excellent citizens. 


The last 
|_| We see also that the Governor and Legislature of Con- 
;surely. Our governments represent our thought ; 





man to the power of the King Gop? 


he ki al ie: aly Mattia’ necticut have utterly refused to commute the sentence of 
vower, the king, is in them all; the Father is not : ee 
m | : 5) =e s | Potter. ‘These refusals are based upon clerical interpre- 


| , : ; | 
— savernmetita < he te © g , , ey ; 
yet come in our governments ; he is coming. tations of the Bible. If it is the Bible that we hang by, 


|why don’t we make thorough work of it, and hang pretty 


could find a perpetual revelation from God, to all | uch all of the printers? Don’t they pick up sticks om 
| 


mankiud, forever, to kill their offending brethren, | the Sabbath ?—[Boston Chronoty pe 
| ‘ 


But whatever we might feel of that state which 


his children, in penalty for sad murder, that reve-, | — 
| §-} Howard’s execution for the murder of Phebe 


lation is not in the 9th chapter of Genesis. ; ; 
Hanson in New Hampshire strikes us as most cruel, bru- 


In a brief recapitulation of the whole matter, the ine S ce in 

f k | tal, and unchristian. We predicate this opinion, not so 

first seven verses of that chapter, embracing the | a 
3 4 ; P | much upon our inherent dislike to the revengeful, bloody 

whole of one continuous subject, contain this , and | isis messin te Reaenaeel Giaclen he belief 
Peg 2 : - Pll penalty S$ general bearing, as upon the belie 
this is the whole.—A blessing to Noah and his 


ngrual 5 je |that the victim, in this particular case, was not an ac- 
children, ‘T heir increase. ‘The flesh of beasts, | pountable being. 

birds, fish, reptiles, insects, given for food, like | represented before the legislature, was such as to demand 
the vegetables of the garden. A prohibition to eat his release from the bloody vengeance of the law, even 
the flesh of man. A statement of indefinite, con- _ though the sanguinary code of the friends of the iron law 
seqential horror to arise from it, inwardly and out- _of death, were taken as just and right. Howard should 
wardly. And finally, arepetition of the instinctive have been saved from death, even though the bloody 
blessing and injunction, to multiply, and fill the demand for man’s life, under the savage system of an- 
earth, 


His general intellectual character, as 


_ cient barbarism, had been the truly righteous law of hu- 
This, simply, is the whole of the matter. The |™" justise at the present time. The being who is inad- 
death penalty, for crime recognized by our society, equate, in his mental composition, to understand the na- 
snct cock clabuthive te te ‘Milde’ fer its Ceinda-| ture of crime, cannot be considered as a proper victim to 
man’s ferocious appetite for vengeance. If the advocate 


for blood, under the sanction of law, must have victims 


tion. Tor, lay aside all which has been said here 


of mistranslation; put it out of view as wholly ‘ 
to glut this unnatural and brutal desire for men’s lives, 


| let them, we pray heaven, take accountable beings, men 
| of sufficient understanding to know their faults, and not 
: ; , | drag down, to untimely graves, men, who scarcely have 
tation of that can give, of the authority of | capacity to understand the nature of the simplest facts 
| that present themselves. Humanity, justice, reason and 
alty to be inflicted by society’s law, and it is this— | common sense were outraged and irampled upon in the 
no more than this—a debate, a discussion, a bloody execution of a being, who, to use the language of 
doubtful disputation, whether or not, in the 5th | a member of the New Hampshire Legislature, ‘ knew not 
and 6th verses, human law has the sanction of the | as much as boys in general of five years old.” This 
divine, to punish the killing of man, for cannibal- | bloody deed will stand upon the page of history, asa 
ism, with death. J. 


incorrect; take the text to stand all correctly as 
translated in our James’s Bible; and take the 
strongest view which the strongest interpre- 


the ninth chapter of Genesis, for the death pen- 


W. B. | monument of intolerant and bloody vengeance altogether 
| e ° ° ° ° » 
| at variance with every principle of humanity and justice, 





: é and future generations will shudder when they re i 
Warden of the New-Hampshire State Prison, | 7 —- 


as we of the present age, shudder at reading of the ven- 


lhe New-Hampshire Telegraph says, Samuel }geance and brutality of our fathers in witch time. 


G. Berry was re-elected to the office ofjwarden | —[Salem Advertiser. 

of the State Prison on ‘Tuesday last, by the Leg- | bir 
j 
i 


37” Andrew Howard was slaughtered by the Con 


islature, with very little opposition. 
| monwealth, at Dover, N. H., last week. 


We trust that the tendency of this liberal step 
on the part of those who are opposed to Mr. Be 


Notwithstand- 
|ing the execution was to have been private, thousands of 


bef f : ‘ =) persons of both sexes collected around the jail yard at an 
ry, politically, will be to place the State Prison | early hour to witness the inhuman spectacle ead the she 

‘4 re 2 ng Cale F « e , - 
beyond and above the reach of party politics. | ,i¢ was compelled to allow them a partial view in order 
Our own views have been always, that if there | to prevent the mob from tearing down the jail yard fence. 
is a position in the State which should be so placed, | What a sorry comment upon the civilization of New 


it is the warden of our State Prison. It was with | England.—[Lynn Pioneer. 
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EXECUTION OF POTTER. 
Letter from ‘the Hangman’s Friend.’ 
New Haven, July 8, 1846. 
To CHarves Spear, Esq. 
Dear Sir: 

I have been shown a paper entitled ‘The Prisoner's 
Friend,’ in which is an epistle directed by you to the 
‘ Sheriff of New Haven County, Conn.,’ in reference to 
the execution which is soon to be had under his direc- 
tion. 

As you say that your columns are open, ‘even to the 
common hangman,” I presume they are also to the hang- 
man’s friend. 

The object of your epistle seems to be to dissuade him 
frem his ‘ murderous work.’ You admit that the law of 
the land has imposed the duty in question upon him, but 
claim that the law of God is superior to this, and intimate 
in a variety of ways that this law positively forbids the 
act. 

Now, Sir, I shall not enter into the general merits of 
the Capital Panishment question, nor shall | attempt to 
wade through all you have said in the epistle before me. 
But I feel quite curious to know by what sort of logic 
you have arrived at the conclusion that the taking of hu- 
man life in obedience to civil law isa ‘ murderous work,’ 
the guilt of which is equalled only (perhaps not quite) by 
the guilt of the criminal; that it is forbidden by Christ, 
and condemned by the spirit of all his teachings. I had 
thought that murder was the taking of human life ‘ with 
malice aforethought ;’—that it was the taking of life with 
a selfish and wicked design. It is quite a novel doctrine 
to me that the mere shedding of blood is necessarily mur- 
der. But according to you it seems to be all the same, 
whether it is done with a good intent, or bad intent, or 
no intent at all. If] take life by accident, by the com- 
inand of my civil ruler or by the command of God, I am 
by your ethics a murderer, just as truly as if I had done 
so in obedience simply to my own wicked desires. Sir, 
I beg you to ‘ pause’ before you proceed to denounce all 
magistrates engaged in executing the Jaws of the land as 
murderers! 

Bat you say the Jaw in this case is superceded by the 
law of Christ. If it is, then, I agree that the magistrate 
should refuse obedience to it. You have not, however, 
done me the favor to point out the particular command 
you refer to. I shall, therefore, be at my wit’s end to 
find it, and if I do not succeed, the fault will be as much 
yours as mine. Ah,I have it—‘ Do not kill.’ ‘There, 
pocket that, Mr. Sheriff, and hang if you dare.’ But wait 
a moment. That is not the luw of Christ, but of Moses, 
and is quoted among others merely to show how salva- 
tion is to be obtained under a purely legal system. Now 
put beside this another law by this same author; ‘He 
that smiteth a man so that he die, shall be surely put to 
death.’ If you know how to put these two together so 
as to make sense, on the theory that the killing in the 
first instance is mere killing and not murder, you can beat 
me. 

But you have quoted severa. precepts of our Saviour, 
from which, you doubtless infer that the penalty of death 
for the crime of murder is a counter order of the law of 
God. Such are the following, viz. ; ‘Overcome evil with 
good. ‘Resist not evil, but if they smite thee on the one 
cheek, turn the other also.’ Now, Sir, I know not but 
you area non-resistant. If you are not, you should be 
in conisiency with your principles. Interpret these texts 
upon the most literal principle, and you can have no gov- 
ernment, no law and no punishment whatever. Nay, if 
the assassin stabs you in the head you must offer him 
your heart also, and then overcome it al! with good! This is 
the kingdom which you would have us pray might come. 
And what is worse than all, this is the same kingdom, in 
kind, as has already come in heaven! Horrible! Must we 
allow ourselves to be defamed, cheated, robbed and mur- 
dered, without resistance, and without the right to pro- 
tect ourselves, our relations and neighbors, by adequate 
penalties administered by competent authority? Must we 
endure all this here, and then, not be allowed the conso- 
lation of thinking that we shall get rid of it when we die? 
If Heaven is such a place as this, the less we have of it, 
the better. 

Sir, if you cannot read the Bible with more discrimi- 
nation than your ‘Epistle’ shows, you will have 
Christ alternately a Door, a Vine, and a loaf of Bread ; 
you will have God a literal rock, and man a literal fool. 
When we get to this we had better all acknowledge our- 
selves fools, and there end the matter. 

But to make argument doubly strong, you ask ‘If Je- 
sus Christ could have been a hangman.’ On this subject 
it will be better to let Christ speak for himself. Mat. xxv; 
31 -—46. ‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory. And before him shall be gather- 
ed all nations; and he shall separate them one from an- 
other, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.’ 
‘ Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, de- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for 


the devil and his angels.’ ‘And these shall go away in- 


to everlasting punishment.’ 

You have said much about the appropriate mode of 
conducting the execution. ‘To reply to it all would make 
me too tedious, and therefore I desist. If the death 
penalty is a just punishment of the crime of murder ; if 
it is consistent with the law of God ; if, more than all, it 
is demanded by both the law of God and the welfare of 
society, your attempt at ridicule only ridicules you. Still 
less, should you attempt to dissuade a conscientious officer 
from the discharge of his duty by calling his office ‘ dam- 
nable,’ and him a ‘common hangman, disgraced in his 





own eyes and those of the world.’ Sir, whatever is du- 
ty is honorable, and he only is disgraced, who either 
shrinks from duty himself or attempts to seduce others. - 

You speak of the cruelty of hanging. If this be crue?, 
is it not also cruel to incarcerate a man in prison during 
hig life2—which, men of your opinions are apt to say isa 
worse punishment even than hanging. If to punish the 
most horrid crimes with severe inflictions be cruel, where 
shall we get a name appropriate to that penalty which 
Christ threatens to inflict upon the wicked hereafter? But, 
as your paper is devoted to the ‘ Improvement of Prison 
Discipline,’ perhaps you would like to improve it so 
much it would become no punishment at all, and so you 
would become a Universalist in every sense! If so, your 
worst enemy could wish you no worse evil than to have 
all your desires in this respect fulfilled. 

You call yourself The Prisoner’s Friend ; and no 
doubt you think that to befriend the criminal is an act of 
great humanity. I think, on the contrary, that humani- 
ty consists in befriending the innocent. 1 would do the 
criminal good, so far as I were able, without doing the 
community injury. But to befriend the criminal farther 
than this, is to befriend crime, and to be the enemy of 
good morals and good order. You sympathize with these 
unfortunate beings—so do I ; but have you no sympathy 
for the interests they have destroyed? Do you not re- 
flect feelingly upon the mischief their crime has done, 
and still more upon the mischief it will do, if unpunish- 
ed? What is the life of a criminal worth compared with 
the maintenance of wholesome law ? And what shall we 
think of the humanity of those who weep so affectionately 
over the sufferings of the offender, but have no tears to 
shed over the mischief they have done? For my part, I 
am suspicious of such philanthropy as this. It is not the 
philanthropy which the Bible teaches me. T'rue, large- 
hearted benevolence consists not in looking exclusively at 
the good of a few, especially when that few have shown 
themselves enemies to their fellows, but in increasing as 
much as possible the sum total of human blessedness. It 
teaches that without rigid law, supported by rigid sanc- 
tions, and administered with rigid inflexibility, by both 
God and man, human society would be but a war of sel- 
fish passions’ and a very hell itself. Whoever is actua- 
ted by the spirit of true benevolence will look with 
veneration upon the sacredness of law. As he loves his 
fellow-men, he will not dare detract ‘one jot or titt!e’ from 


its strictness or the severity of its inflictions. The Statute 


Book, the Court-room, the Prison, the Gallows—these 
are and should be terrible to evil-doers, but they are also 
the defence of the good, the bulwarks of all our hopes. 
Still more, and in the highest sense is this true of the in- 
flexible severity of divine love and divine justice. These 
are my views ; and I must say kindly, yet sincerely, that 
I look upon those who feel themselves and attempt io ex- 
cite in others an overwrought and morbid sympathy for 
the offender of public justice, and have nothing to say 
about the majesty of law and the necessity of a rigorous 
exercise of authority, are the worst enemies of their race. 

I have never seen your paper before, but from the 
specimen now before me, I should think it calculated, so 
far as it has influence, to do much harm. 

Respectfully yours, 

A CITIZEN OF NEW-HAVEN. 
Cuarves Srear, Faq. 


REPLY TO THE ABOVE. 
Dear Sir: 

You style yourself ‘the hangman’s friend.’ 
You have come at last to the rescue. Heaven 
knows the hangman needs a friend. ‘The day 
will come when he will not find one, or rather 
when society will be in that condition that a 
hangman cannot be found, It is a sad thought 
that we live in a community where a man can_ be 
found who will sink himself so low as to take the 
life of a human being! 

Let that pass. You should have waited until 
you had seen all three of my letters. 

You are much disturbed because I call hanging 
a ‘murderous work.’ What else is it? Is it an 
act of kindness? You cite the legal definition of 
murder. I care not for legal terms. I do not 
mean that all killing is murder; for there may be 
an accidental killing, or killing by an insane man, 
Here the hangman deliberately erects 
the gallows, then takes the halter and kills his 
victim. This is legal murder. 


and so on. 


You screen the 
hangman behind a human law, but law and right 
are often as opposite as light and darkness. Cap- 
ital punishment is right or wrong independent of 
all human enactments. If it be right, why then 





petition Legislatures to repeal the Jaw in certain 





cases? If it be wrong, why inflict it? Take either 
horn of the dilemma.that you choose. Would 
you not call it murder, if in a perfectly sane mo- 
ment I should erect a gallows, and execute Pot- 
ter? What is the difference if the State of Con- 
necticut makes a law that he shall be hung? Does 
your State have any rights that the individuals 
composing it have not? How many does it take to 
make that right in the mass which is wrong in 
the individual? In this case, the whole State sanc- 
tions the murderous business. It would not alter 
the matter if every kingdom on earth should 
sanction the bloody deed. Numbers never make 
right. Remember, Sir, that governments never 
had any rights which do not belong to every in- 
dividual of those governments. We come then to 
this point: Has the Sheriff any right to kill Potter 
on the 20th of July? You say yes. Why? The 
law requires it. What law? The law of Con- 
necticut. It isa little State, composed of about 
$50,000 inhabitants. Has this State any rights 
that do not belong to every individual? No. Has 
the Sheriff any right to kill without the authority 
of this State? No, you say. But if he should, 
would it not be murder? Is it not then murder 
when done under the sanction of law? But I can- 
not pursue this point any farther. An act must be 
right or wrong, independent of all human laws, 
and God himself cannot make that right or 
wrong which is not so in and of itself! 

You speak of the law of Christ, and make the 
fatal admission, that if Capital Punishment is su- 
perseded by his law, then the magistrate should 
refuse to execute the penalty. You say I have 
not cited this law. Here it is:—‘ It hath been 
said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 
But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but 
whoevea shall strike thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.’ Here is an entire repeal 
of the old law, and another presented in its place. 

Like all other supporters of murderous insti- 
tutions, you fly from Christ to Moses. You can- 
not look your Saviour in the face and maintain 
the gallows. You cite the passages, ‘He that 
smiteth a man so that he die shal] surely be put 
to death.’ Will you abide by the code of Moses? 
Ifso, the next Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, 
(not Sunday,) if you pick up sticks to kindle a 
fire, you must be stoned, not hanged, for the gal- 
lows is a part of modern civilization. Moses has 
thirty-four capital offences. In your State you 
have only two, Treason and Murder. If you will 
take Moses, then petition your Legislature to add 
on thirty-two more capital offences to your code. 
By that time you will go beyond the blue Jaws. 

You quote the precepts, ‘Overcome evil with 
good’—* Resist not evil, but if they smite thee on 
the one cheek, turn the other also.’ You say, 
‘Interpret these texts upon the most literal prin- 
ciple, and yeu can have no government, no law, 
no punishment whatever. Do you believe, Sir, 
ina millennium? What a sad state we shall be in 
when that period arrives! Only think of the war 
and bloodshed there must be when that period 
comes, and that precept shall be fully obeyed, 
* Resist not evil, but when they smite thee on the 
one cheek, turn the other also.’ Whata horrible 
state! Only think of it! Do you ever pray? 
Then, my dear Sir, be careful and not pray for 
such a time. Then how horrible! There will 
be no gallows. Then the hangman will not need 
a friend, for there will be no hangman to befriend. 

But did Christ mean any thing? Let us settle 
the whole matter by his example. What does 
St. Peter Say of him? ‘ When he was reviled, he 
reviled not again; when he suffered, he threat- 
ened not; but committed hijnself to him that 
judgeth righteously.’ 

Viewing Christ as our example, can we hang 
our brother by the neck till he is dead? Sir, I can 
hardly believe I am now writing in a Christian 
land; a land of Bibles and churches. Am I really 
obliged, yea driven at this late day to prove that 
we cannot consistently hang one another by the 
neck? 

Like many others, you have a very convenient 
way to nullify the precepts of Jesus. They 
mean any thing or nothing. They are to be set 
aside if we want to strike back upon our enemy, 
or hang, or go on the battle-field. I have not so 
learned Christ. I understood him 
Thank God, I do not now so understand my bles- 
sed Saviour. I believe, Sir, thisis the New Birth. 
If so, how many who profess the New Birth will 
need to be borr: again! I believe, too, they will 
need to be born even many times before they un- 
derstand Christ. Jesus says, ‘ Love your enemies; 
bless them that curse you; do good to them that 
hate you.’ Now, Sir, can you murder your brother 


so once, 





on the gallows consistently with these precepts? 








How would such precepts look upon the gallows 
about to be erected? Hanging is the very climax 
of human violence! And the very climax, too, of 
meanness and cowardice, If there is a mean, 
cowardly act on earth, it is that of killing a hu- 
man being when he is entirely within our power. 
There is not a meaner creature on God’s footstoo) 
than the common hangman! Unless it be that 
man who solemnly sanctions and even brings 
Christ to uphold that hangman in his pulpit! 

But you say if I contend for the literal meaning 
of the precepts of Christ then I must admit Christ 
to be a Door, a Vine, Bread, &c. I have publish- 
ed a volume on all the titles of Christ (eighty in 
number) and I never made such a mistake. 

You repeat my question, ‘Could Jesus have 
been a hangman?’ To meet this point you refer 
to Matt. xxv. 31—46. ‘When the Sor of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory. And before him shall be gathered all na- 
tions ; and he ahall separate them one from anoth- 
er,as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.” 
* * * «’'Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, depart from me ye cursed into everlast- 
ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’ ** * 
‘ And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment.’ Do you really mean that 
Christ himself will be the executioner of the goats? 
Do you mean that he himself will inflict pains and 
penalties upon the sinner? Do you mean to say 
that when he says ‘ Depart ye cursed into everlast- 
ing fire,’ that he intends to curse the sinner to all 
eternity? How mistaken are your views! My 
dear Sir, the sinner is cursed already; he carries 


Good heavens! 


in his own bosom the pains and penalties of his 
own transgression. In his own heart are the very 
elements of despair. In that heart is a burning 
hell, a far worse hell than ever poets or divines 
imagined, Jesus nor no other being need curse 
the sinner. Yea, outward in- 


flictions and penalties would be rather a relief to his 


He curses himself. 


soul! ‘You need forge no chains for him ; he has 
You need write out no 
sentence ; for everywhere he finds written, ‘ Thou 


forged his own chains. 


art weighed in the balance, and found wanting.’ 
He is his own enemy. No human government. 
no outward circumstances, can injure him to the 
extent he has injured himself. He may fly from ev- 
ery human tribunal, but he cannot flyf rom—bim- 
self! I wish I could carry out my thoughts, but 
how am I straightened! Time is not mine. Let me 
then repeat the question once more, and leave you 
Do you really think Christ will, hin 
self, inflict pains and everlasting penalties upon 
it 


so, then is he infinitely worse than the commos 


to settle it. 
the sinner, and then exult over his own work ? 


hangman! 

But really, do you think Christ could bave hung 
aiuman being? Why did he not execute the 
Adulteress? Instead of that, he even dismissed her 
without any punishment whatever; yea, more. 
he even forgave her in that beautiful, melting sen- 
tence ; ‘go and sin no more.’ Oh, my dear Sir. 
if we were only governed by that spirit, we should 
never again erect another gallows. No, and you 
would not come up to justify the common hang- 
man, yea, more, you would enter that lonely cell. 
and take your brother by the hand and speak kind- 
ly to him and seek to do him good, not evil. You 
misunderstand Christ’s mission. He came to for- 
give, not punish, to reclaim, not kill, ‘to save men’s 
lives, not to destroy them.’ 

You say the death penalty is demanded by the 
law of God and for the welfare of society. I de- 
ny it. Christ has repealed the law of death. As 
to the welfare of society, in heaven’s name, do not 
say an execution is demanded for that purpose. 
Hear the Rev. Mr. Robert’s statement of Bristol, 
England. Heconversed with one hundred and sixty 
seven convicts, under sentence of death, and all but 
three had witnessed public executions! In the reign 
of Henry VIII. 72000 person were executed, mak- 
ing about 2000 a year. Sometimes twenty or more 
upon one gallows, and yet, society was never in a 
worse condition. Ifyou need sucha bloody work 
in Connecticut, why not petition to the Governors 
of the several States for the whole number of crim- 
inals, now under sentence of death in this profes- 
There are now fifteen 
Perhaps you might have them all te 


sedly Christian country? 
to be hung. 
execute! Would it not be well to have one or two 
hung in chains, and let the bodies remain till the 
birds of prey should tear the last particle of flesh 
from the hanging skeleton! 

You allude to my objection of hanging on ae- 
count of its cruelty. You then ask, what we shall 
denominate the punishment which Christ will in- 
flict upon the wicked hereafter? It will be time 
enough to answer that when you believe in such a 











place 
know 
who « 
veniel 
pose | 
from | 
hell, i 
not m 
the g 
regent 
then, | 
cordin 
less he 
cordin 
hereaf 
can ye 
conve 
if note 
I leave 
You 
intima 
nity g 
the cri 
ery! 
hangn 
conten 
that G 
The I 
sympa 
You 
the Pr 
good, : 
Then 
Pray, 
tained 
was ab 
Sir, 6: 
are go 
does E 
How « 
ulty w: 
from s 
with hi 
kers | 
rible ec 
Whoe 
ital Pu 
put in | 
one be 
Fina 
and the 
the mu: 
teen St: 
private 
ready. 
sanctifi 
siness. 
drippir 
rescue 
make o 
ness, yi 
sustain 
it a nat 
dead, a 
it murd 
work w 
man bel 
law, (ur 
may po 
I strip t 
other te 
@ man | 
I pra: 
you a. 
that wh 
bloody » 
young n 
has one 
and sist 
inflicted 
O} 
after the 
brother! 
I hav 
But real 
your jud 
this diffe 
finish th 
Go your 
you beli 
asks you 
what do 
Yours 


To ‘the 


er! 


PErio 
agents fe 
tan Phe 
reive sut 


of the dk 


ning 
hrist 
lish- 
y in 


lave 
efer 
man 
gels 
his 
na- 
oth- 
ats.” 
the 
last- 
ae 
jish- 
that 
ats: 
and 
say 
last- 
all 
M) 
ries 
his 
ery 
ling 
ines 
ITSE 
i in- 
> his 
has 
no 
hou 
ng. 
ent, 
the 
ev- 
jan - 
but 
me 
you 
imi- 
pon 
it 


no 


une 
the 
her 


en- 
Sir. 
uld 
you 
ng- 
ell. 
nd- 
ou 
or- 


n’s 
the 


As 
not 
se. 
ol, 
xty 
but 
ign 
ak- 
ore 
na 
rk 











= 





PRISONER’ 


S FRIEND. 





———- = 





place for yourself! If there be such a place I 
know of no one who better deserves it than those 
who deliberately take human life, It is very con- 
venient to imagine such a place for others. Isup- 
pose you believe that when Potter swings off 
from the gallows that he will go to your endless 
hell, if not converted. But in heaven’s name, do 
not murder him if converted. We cannot spare 
the good. We want all the saints to go out and 
regenerate us poor sinners! If he 1s not converted, 
then, for God’s sake, do not murder him, for ac- 
cording to your views he then sinks into your end- 
less hell! or, as Christ is to execute the goats, ac- 
cording to your views, he will be hung over again, 
hereafter! Inthe name of ali that is good, how 
can you or your friend, hang Potter? If he is 
converted, it is certainly unnecessary to hang him; 
if not converted, admitting your views, then, O then 
I leave you to contemplate his fate! 

You speak of me as the Prisoner’s Friend. You 
intimate that I forget the interests of the commu- 
nity generally. You speak of your sympathy for 
the criminal. Good heavens! what solemn mock- 
ery! Sympathy for the criminal! yet justify the 
hangman in putting a halter about hisneck! Not 
content with this, if unconverted, you maintain 
that God will send him to a burning hell hereafter ! 
The Lord deliver the poor criminal from such 
sympathy ! 

You speak of the Statute Book, the Court room, 
the Prison, and the Gallows, as the defence of the 
good, and the bulwarks of all our hopes! Indeed! 
Then society would perish without the gallows! 
Pray, Sir, how has the vast empire of Russia sus- 
tained itself for one hundred years? The gallows 
was abolished there acenturyago by awoman! Yes 
Sir, 62, 000,000;—49,000,000 of whom are serfs, 
are governed to-day without your gallows! How 
does Belgium sustain itself? How does Bombay? 
How did Tuscany flourish before the death pen- 
ulty was restored by Bonaparte, after he came 
from sixty battle fields, with his hands dripping 
with human blood? And pray how have the Qua- 
kers lived? Poor creatures! what a_ hor- 
rible condition they have been in for a long time! 
Who ever heard of a Quaker who believed in Cap- 
ital Punishment? Who ever heard of one being 
put in prison for any crime? Who ever heard of 
one being hung for any crime whatever? 

Finally, if your gallows is the defence of the good 
and the bulwark of all our hopes, why do you keep 
the murderous, bloody instrument out of sight? Fif- 
teen States have made a law that executions shall be 
private! What does this mean? 
You are ashamed of your murderous, un- 


The answer is 
ready. 
sanctified, ungodly, heaven-daring, damnable bu- 
siness. And here you come up, with your hands 
dripping with the blood of your brother, to the 
rescue of the gallows. You even endeavor to 
make out that the whole is not a murderous busi- 
ness, yes, and even appeal to the word of God to 
sustain you! In heaven’s name what is it? Give 
ita name ; hunt over all the languages, living or 
dead, and give your bloody work a name. I call 
itmurder. Deny itif youcan, Surround your 
work with your legal terms and screen the hang- 
man behind a wretched, unsanctified, unauthorized 
law, (unauthorized by Christ,) I mean, and then you 
may possibly make out that it isnot murder. But 
I strip the whole work bare,and I know of no 
other term to give the deed. How much love must 
# man have for a criminal in order to hang him? 
I pray you think of what you are doing. Are 
you a minister of the gospel? Remember, too, 
that when you and the hangman have done your 
bloody work, that you have only begun. That 
young man (22 years old) has parents living ; he 
On his trial his mother 
and sister sat by his side! 


has one sister at least. 
Remember you have 
inflicted a blow, from which they can never recov- 
er! Oh, my God! what a night they must spend 
after the hangman has murdered that son and 
brother! 

I have addressed the hangman in my letters. 
But really, all that uphold him are equally guilty; 
your judge, your jury, your Governor. There is 
this difference. You and the hangman come in to 
finish the work! God have mercy on you both! 
Go your way. If that great day comes, in which 
you believe, and the Judge from the burning throne 
asks you if you ‘ visited the sick and in prison,’ 
what do you think will be your answer? 

Yours &e., Cuarvtes Spear. 
To ‘the Hangman’s Friend.’ 





Pertopicat Agency. C. and J. M. Spear are 
agents for Hunt’s Magazine, and for the Ameri- 
can Phonological Journal. They will also re- 
reive subscriptions for most of the popular works 
of the day. 


SOCIETY FOR AIDING DISCHARGED 
CONVICTS. 


This Society was begun the 20th of April, 1846, 
and went into operation in May. It was made to 
nieet a demand which all acknowledge who are 
at all acquainted with the history of convicts. Its 
earliest advocates had long known the wants of this 
wretched body of men, and as they were able had 
ministered to their necessities. But they found 
itto be an office which they could not accomplish 
alone. It wanted money, and time, and much 
labor. It was determined to form a Society, and 
in this way to enlist others in the service, and out 
of good hearts, and minds, and wider means, could 
these be obtained, to labour more and better for 
the convict. New-York afforded a noble example 
of what may be done in this way by associated 
effort and action. The Society of that city has 
grown up from the very smallest beginnings, and is 
now occupying a most important position among 
the distinguished charities of a great city. It has 
for its agent, in Isaac ‘T, Hopper, a man so true to 
the great office he fills, so devoted to the interests 
of the most abject, and so full of love for all men, 
that it has not for a moment failed from its earli- 
est day to do the truest good. We cannot but ref er 
to the New-York Society now that we have entered 
into its excellent labors. We cannot but hope that 
we too may help them forward under new agen- 
cies, and in new directions, and thus add some- 
thing, however humble, to that great service to 
man which is the best evidence of wise and good 
progress, and the prophecy of still advancing and 
increasing good. 

Most grateful is it to hear what is doing abroad, 
in distant countries, in the same field of labor. In 
Austria, a noble movement, truly, has been made. 
Prince Esterhazey, hitherto known as a man of 
great diplomatic acuteness, and of great wealth, is 
at the head of an establishment in Vienna for aid- 


ated with him one or two thousand noblemen in 
the same work. 


as they leave prison. 
on the land, and some thousands, it is said, have 
been already employed. 

In England, this subject has recently engaged 
the attention of men of great consideration, 
and with the best prospect of success. Mr. Joun 


ject, and in which Mr. Cobden expresses 
the warmest interest. Mr. Lawrie states a fact 
which deserves special attention:—‘* Allow me to 
add that, as one individual at Manchester has re- 
stored upwards of ninety individuals to society du- 
ring the last five years, and who are all now hon- 
estly employed providing for themselves and fami- 
lies, it is a great encouragement for me to perse- 
vere in so humane, so morai and so economical a 
cause, which must eventually succeed.’ It is 
amid encouragements like these this Society in Bos- 
ton has begun its labors, and from the encourage- 
ment it has already received, its members cannot 
but feel the strongest hope of success. More than 


twelve discharged convicts have been aided by it, 


the city, and thus an immediate opportunity afford- 
ed them of obtaining an honest livelihood. 
in the earliest days of its history has the commu- 


discharged convict. 

The Society has an Office, No. 40, Cornhill, 
where an officer may be found by the discharged 
the Charlestown Prison. His name and all im- 
portant facts in his history are recorded, 


he is discharged, it is ascertained what his occupa- 


Before 


tion has been, when he will leave, and an adver- 
tisement is printed in the Prisoner’s Friend, a pa- 
per issued from the office. In short, every step is 
taken to secure for him beforehand, employment, 
and much success has already attended the effort. 
The General Agent of the Society, Mr. W. W. Wil- 
son, haslong been acontractor at the prison, and has 
employed many convicts. He has been able to aid 
many on leaving, with whom he has become ac- 
quainted in his business transactions at the Prison. 
His knowledge in this regard has been very im- 
portant to the Society. ‘The main object is to se- 
cure employment to those who are unable to help 
themselves. Many, upon being discharged, find 
friends, or have employment. But yesterday it 
was learnt from the Warden that so many would 
be discharged in July and August. One was 
named. ‘ A brother will call for him, and requests he 
may not be discharged till 12 o’clock, that he may 


be in time to receive him.’ Another was named, 





‘A friend will call for him,’ and so of others. 
These do not require aid. About a hundred are 
discharged annually, and more than half of them 
are thus disposed of. The Warden said, that 
scarcely a single able-bodied man wanted assist- 
ance. There was however a class which did need 
advice, kindness and encouragement. The Soci- 
ety furnishes temporary board and lodgings, name- 
ly, until employment is obtained. This is more 
readily done as every convict is taughta trade. It 
may seem strange, but it is true, that very, very few 
convicts are mechanics. ‘They are made such in 
Prison, and thus a sure means of living is secured 
to them by the discipline of the house. This great- 
ly facilitates the objects of the Society, and* tends 
to secure permanent benefit to its agency in behalf 
of the discharged. 

The Society looks with entire confidence to the 
public for such means as its undertaking demands. 
It gives no money to those it aids, for it does for 
the objects of its care all that money is needed for. 


It only asks for funds, and encouragement, that it 
may accomplish the important purpose of its insti- 


tution, namely, restore to society, to usefulness, 


and to regard, those who for a time by cause of 
crime have been confined in prison, and who un- 
der its humane and judicious discipline have been 
Two members 


fitted for a good and useful life. 


of the Executive Committee, Messrs. John W. 
Browne, and Charles K. Whipple, and the Secre- 
taries, are authorized by the Society to collect 


funds for the promotion of its objects. 
WALTER CHANNING, President. 
CHARLES SPEAR, 
Joun M. Spear, 
Boston, July 14, 1846. 


‘ Secretartes. 





Back-handed Encouragement. 


It is not very encouraging to us, after having 
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The National Anti-Slavery Standard. 


This periodical has recently been reduced in 
price, that it may have a wider circulation, and 
it has greatly increased in value. Among the 
regular contributors to its columns are WenDELL 
PuHituirs, Enpmunp Quincy, James RussEeLi 
Loweit, Samvuet J. May, Maria W. Cuap- 
MAN, Eniza Lee Fotten, Wma. Henry Cuan- 
NING, and others. With such a galaxy of talent 
added to that of its gifted editor,—Sypney H. 
Gay,—it cannot but be a most valuable publica- 
tion, abounding in splendid diction and elevated 
moral sentiment. It is published every Thurs- 
day, ona large sheet, at the exceedingly low 
price of One Dowrar per annum, thus bringing 
it within the reach of all who feel the least inter- 
est in the important subject to which it is mainly 
devoted—and what lover of his race or of his 





ing discharged convicts, and we learn has associ- 


He seeks to aid the objects of his 
noble charity by giving them employment as soon 
They go at once to work 


Lawrizt, Suerirr or Lonpon, has addres- 
sed a most important letter to Richard Cob- 
den, M. P., calling his attention to the sub- 


by procuring for them employment, mostly out of 
Thus | 


nity been benefitted by the aid it has afforded to the 


convict. He is directed to it by the Warden of 


sent a paper to a person for one year, to receive, 
at the close of that year, a notice to discontinue 
the paper, without a word in regard to the pay, 
the subscriber having been supplied with it for a 
whole year; but discouraging as this is, it some- 
times happens. - Probably such persons are of the 
class of subscribers that a friend who published a 
paper a few years ago was blessed with. ‘These 
patrons, when called on for pay, very complacent- 
ly declined, saying, ‘ O, we never intended to pay; 
we only subscribed to PATRONISE THE PAPER’! 
Of this ‘ patronising’ class of subscribers appears to 
be John Key, of Lynn, who has had our paper a 
year, and paid nothing, and now requests the dis- 
continuance of the same. We have others of the 
same Character, that we intend to make known to 
the public, if they do not remit the sum due us 
from them, We do not complain so much on our 
our own account as on account of that untortu- 
nate class for whose benefit our paper was estab- 


lished. 


In wronging us, they are wronged. 





xecution of Potter. 


This person was executed at New-Haven last Mon- 
day, as we suppose. We shall be able to give particu- 
lars next week. We learn that the Sheriff had made a 
requisition upon the military companies for the promo- 
tion of order. The Palladium of last week states, that 
by Potter’s request the Rev. Dr. Bacon was to preach a 
sermon on Sabbath afternoon, warning young men to 


boware of the dangers which have beset his path, and 








; hemmed him in on every side, so that he must pass to 


his grave by the scoffold gate. 


Another Execution. 

| Last week we gave an account of the execution of An- 
| drew Howard in New-Ilampshire. This week we have 
to inform: our readers that another man has jnst been 
that 


| hang in New-York. We announce with pain 


| Joun BurRNETT was executed in Schenectady, N. Y., 
on Tuesday, the 14th instant, for the murder of George | 
We are informed that Burnett | 
He struggled more than twenty 


When 


will this unchristian practice cease? Do philanthropists 


Sornberger, last March. 
died a dreadful death. 


minutes after the bolt was drawn from the drop. 





| dovote attention enough to this important subject? We 


fear they do not. We could do much more than we are | 


now doing to promote the abolition of the gallows if we 


| could be furnished with the means. Who will help us? | 


| 
| 


—J.M. Ss. 


Pritory. The punishment of Pillory was, on the 


| 

6th, inflicte ! upon Andrew Musselman and Wm. Marks, 

| who were sentenced to endure this punishment, so little 
beneficial to the criminal, so disgusting to the spectators, 


The 


j and so disgraceful to the age and the country. 
| . . . - « 
| prisoners remained in the frame about half en hour, ex- 


posed to the view of about 500 white persons and three 
| times that number of negroes. It is twenty years since 
| this punishment has been inflicted in Charleston, and 
| having been again revived, we trust it is only to re- | 


ceive its death-blow from our Legislature at its next ses- | 





| ion. —[Charleston Mercury. 


country does not, especially at this time when our 


|own land is made to shake with its agitation, and 
\it is threatening to engulph us in the whirlpool of 
‘destruction? The beautiful letter from the Rev. 
Caleb Stetson, in the last number, is worth more 
|than the subseription price of the paper. We 
shall be happy at any time to forward the names 


of subseribers. Send on a dollar, and have a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


prime anti-slavery paper a year.—s. M. s. 





| Mr. Garrison. This distinguished champion 
| of freedom, and uncompromising friend of the 
| slave, took passage for England on ‘Thursday 
‘anti-slavery mission. He intends to make the 
ltour of England, [reland and Scotland, before his 
return, and to exhibit to the people of those coun- 
‘tries the hideous features of American slavery. 
Thousands of ejaculations are breathed for his 
| preservation and safe return. 





To our Friends, 

It may not be generally known, that our period- 
ical does not afford us one cent for our trouble; 
in fact, we cannot pay even some bills now due 
jon the paper. We owe Grant & Daniell $70. 
| What shall we do? Will any one help us pay that 


demand ? 


| ccechabess 
| 


TRIAL OF A SLAVE AND SENTENCE TO DEATH. 


}—A court of Magistrates and Freeholders convened at 
City Hall yesterday, for the trial of Abraham, the slave 
of Alexander Robinson, Esq., charged with grievously 
“wounding with a hatchet, with intent to kill, a German 
of the name of Lewis Rimrod, by whom he was found 
secreted on his premises, and while attempting to arrest 


him asa runaway. The court brought ,in fa verdict of 
guilty, when the prisoner was immediately sentenced to 


| tae , i = 
be hung on the second Friday in October.—[Charleston 





| Mercury, 


DISASTROUS FIRE AT NANTUCKET. 
A most terrible calamity has visited Nantucket. Near- 
‘ly four hundred dwellings have been destroyed by fire. 
The loss is variously estimated at from nine hundred 


thousand o a million of dollars. There must be much 


| suffering there. The selectmen of Nantucket have put 
forth the following: 
AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC. 
Our community has been visited with an awful calam- 
| ity. A large part of the business portion of our town 
}has been laid waste by fire; asection, embracing nearly 
‘all the provision, grocery, and dry goods stores, seven 
‘oil factories, a large number of mechanics’ shops, and 
hundreds of other buildings, by which hundreds of fam- 
ilies are rendered homeless at very short notice. Many 
must be extremely destitute, and all of us very likely to 
'be seriously incommoded by a scarcity of provisions 
which must shortly follow. Should you find it a reason- 
able duty to forward to a suffering community somewhat 
of your bounty, you may be assured that the distribution 
of such favors shall be promptly attended to, 
[Signed by the Selectmen of Nantucket. ] 
| A meeting has been held in this city for the purpose of 


The New Bedford R. R. corpora- 


tion will forward any thing to them free of expense. We 


aiding the sufierers. 


hope they will be cheerfully assisted. 











DONATIONS. 
J. L. French, Watertown, s1 00 
J. L. Learned, “6 0 25 
Mrs. Faxon, ‘< 0 25 


BOARDERS WANTED. 
I can now accommodate two men with board, or a 
man and his wife. Apply at my house, 30 London st., 
or at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Cornhill. 


JOHN M. SPEAR. 





MARRIED—In Lynnfield, by J. Prince, Mr. Hiram 
1.. Newhall to Miss Jane E. Aborn, bote of L. 

In Danvers, by the same, Mr, Wm, Jewett, of Salem, 
to Miss Lydia Allen, of D.; Mr. Geo. A. Brock, of D., 
to Miss Eliza Bisbee, of Lynn. 

In Boston, 15th instant, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. 
Lowell Q. Spear to Miss Eleanor Kennedy, all of B. 


KILLED, 
By the State of New-Hampshire! 
July 8, Andrew Howard, age unknown, 


By the State of Connecticut! 
July 20, Andrew P. Potter. 
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From the Christian Register. 
THE WOODLAND SANCTUARY. 


BY 8.H. LLOYD. 


I love to linger ’mong the woodland trees, 

Where summer reigns in pride and regal power, 
To list the music of the passing breeze, 

And spend in thought the calm and blissfal hour. 
I love to hear the songs of wooing birds, 

As there from branch to branch they gaily sing, 
To list the sound of distant lowing herds, 

And feel the vast delight these comforts bring. 


Such scones have power to win my thoughts above, 
To break the spell that binds my soul to earth; 
They wing my thoughts to Him who rules in love, 
Who gives to joy and peace continual birth. 
‘Talk not to me of Rome’s proud works of art, 
Her lofty spires and arches hung on high, 

“The truest shrine is now the human heart, 
The most majestic dome—the bending sky. 


No rich mosaic can equal Nature’s floor, 
No chim ; of bell the music of her trees; 
No fitter place the God of heaven t’ implore, 
No fitter place to warm with prayerful knees. 
Behold a House! by God’s own hand ’twas built, 
Before the morning stars together sung— 
Before mankind had stained the earth by guilt, 
Or ere its vaults with hatred fierceiy rung. 


"Tis there I love to linger, till my soul 
Rises like winds of pure transparent wing, 
Til, lost in thought, my chariot seems to roll 
Where angels strike their harps and sweetly sing. 
O talk not now to me of worldly wealth, 
And ask me not to wield the sword of power; 
But give me here, beside my mind and health, 
To worship God in such a tranquil hour. 
[ubbardston, Mass. 


PRAY FOR ALL. 
BY VICTOR HUGO. 
‘ Daughter, to Prayer.’ 





Pray thou for all who living tread 
Upon this earth of graves; 
For all whose weary pathways lead 
Among the winds and waves; 
Fer him who madly takes delight 
In pomp of silken mantle bright, 
Or swiftness of a horse; 
For those who, laboring, suffer still, 
Coming or going—doing ill— 
Or on their heavenward course. 


Pray thou for him who nightly sins 
Until the day dawns bright— 
Who at eve’s hour of prayer begins 

His dance and banquet light; 
Whose impious orgies wildly ring, 

Whilst pious hearts are offering 

Their prayers at twilight dim, 
And who, those vespers all forgot, 
Pursues his sin, and thinketh not 

God also heareth him. 


Child! pray for all the poor beside: 
The prisoner in his cell, 

And those who in the city wide 
With crime and misery dwell; 

For the wise sage who thinks and dreams. 

For him. who impiously blasphemes 
Religion’s holy law. 

Pray thou—for prayer is infinite— 

Thy faith may give the scorner light. 
Thy prayer forgiveness draw 





THE SWALLOW. 
A swallow in the spring 
Came to our granary, and ‘neath the eaves 
Assayed to make her nest, and there did bring 
Wet earth and straw and leaves. 


Day after day she toiled 
With potient art, but ere her work was crowned, 
Some sad mishap the tiny fabric spoiled, 
And dashed it to the ground. 


She found the ruin wrought; 
Yet not cast down, forth from her place s e flew, 
And with her mate fresh earth and grasses bro’t, 
And built her nest anew. 


But scarcely had she placed 

The last soft feather on its ample floor, 

When wicked hand, or chance, again laid waste 
And wrought the ruin e’er. 


But still her heart she kept, 
And toiled again ; and, last night, hearing calls, 
I looked—and lo! three little swallows slept 
Within the earth-made walls. 


What trath is here, O maw! 
Hath Hore been smitten in its early dawn ? 
Ilave clouds o’ercast thy purpose, trust or plan ? 
Have FarrH, and struggle on! 





PRISONER’S FRIEND. 


Jo Aviat jee 











ELLA 


Schoo! Friendship Remembered. 
Sir Austin Nicholas was a judge under the protectorate 
of Cromwell, concerning whom the following :— 


Having, while a boy at school, committed on of- 
fence for which, as soon as it was known, flogging 
would be the inevitable punishment, his agitation, 
froma strong sense of shame or a peculiar delica- 
‘cy of constitution, was so violent, that his school- 

fellow Wake, an intimate associate, and father of 
/the archbishop, remarked it with concern. Pos- 
| essing stronger nerves and sensibility less exqui- 
‘site, hg told him that the discipline of the rod was 
a mere trifle, and insisted on taking on himself the 
fault, for which, after a mutual struggle of friend- 
ship and generosity, he suffered a severe whipping. 
A fortuitous chain of events, which often disperses 
school intimates and college chums into opposite 
quarters of the globe, guided Nicholas through 
politics and law, toa seat in the Court of Common 
Pleas, and confirmed him a friend to the powers 
thatare. Wake, on the contrary, was a firm roy- 
alist and cavalier, whose zeal and activity render- 
ing him highly obnoxious to his opponents, he was 
seized, tried for his life, and condemned at Salis- 
bury by his old aquaintance, Nicholas; who, after 
|a seperation of six-and twenty years, did not re- 
collect Mr. Wake till he came to pass the fatal 
roo when the name catching his eye, a sud- 
den conviction, strengthened by a few leading 
questions, flashed on his mind that the prisoner 
at the bar, whom he had just sentenced to an ig- 
nominious death, was no other than the friend of 
{ his juvenile hours, those hours which, whatever 
be the colors of our fate, we always contemplate 
with a sacred, a serious, and interesting pleasure. 
I need not describe the stata of a mind in which 
civil discord had not wholly obliterated gratitude 
and sympathy; he beheld with the most poignant 
emotion the forlorn situation of that faithful, firm 
associate of his youth, who had undergone for 
him disgrace and stripes; he saw on every side 
the hell-hounds of war, and the mastiffs of the 
law waiting, with eager impatience, to drag the 
man he once loved, to untimely death; he hurried 
from the bench precipitately, to conceal his feel- 
ings, and burst into tears. 

But friendship, like other virtues, required the 
speedy and effectual proof of exertion, or it 
would have been counteracted by the din of arms 
or the malevolence of party fury. After much 
opposition from the Roundheads, whom Mr. 
Wake’s behavior had exasperated, a respite was 
granted; and Nicholas, unwilling to risk a life he 
highly valued, by the uncertainty of letters and 
the dilatory tardiness of messengers, hurried im- 
mediately to London. He rushed to the Protector, 
and would not quit him till, sorely against Oliver’s 
will, he had obtained a pardon for his friend, 
against whom, from personal enmity or misrepre- 
sentation, Cromwell was peculiarly inveterate. 

The fortunate royalist, from inattention, a mag- 
nanimous or an affected contempt of death, was a 
stranger to the name and person of his judge, 
and knew not the powerful interposition in his 
favor. Nicholas also had reserved the pre- 
cious, the important secret in his own breast till 
certain of success, lest, by vainly exciting hope, 
he should only add new pains to misfortune. Re- 
turning without delay to Salisbury, he flew to the 
prison, gradually disclosed his name and office to 
Wake, and produced a pardon; the friends sunk 
into each other’s arms—Nicholas overpowered by 
the bliss of conferring life and comfort on one for 
| whom he had early experienced the most disinter- 
ested friendship; Wake unexpectedly snatched 
from death by discovering perhaps the first friend 
he ever loved, ina party whom he had always 
considered as usurpers of lawful authority, as the 
wolves and tigers of his country. 














Mute Eloquence, 


| In the great earthquake that destroyed the city of 
| Caraccas, in 1812, with forty thousand inhabitants, says 
| a recent traveller: 

‘ The clock of the cathedral was stopped, as is 
| supposed, by the first shock. The tower in which 
| the dials are placed, one fronting each quarter of 
|the heavens, remained standing; although the 

clock has been repaired and set agoing again, one 
| of these dials and its hands have never been dis- 
(turbed, They still point to the hour and minute 
which heralded so many thousand souls without a 
| Single moment’s warning into eternity. According 
|to this, twenty minutes past four o’clock, P. M. 


was the moment of the first shock. I have seen 


after the lapse of more than one-third of a centu- 
ry, a new city has sprung up on the spot where 
stood that whose destruction it witnessed; and 
new thousands, when they raise their eyes to as- 
certain ‘what’s the clock,’ are thus warned of the 
dread fate of those other thousands who thus so 
suddenly preceded them to the dim, cold home, to 
which we are all so speedily hastening.’ 





Matt Liquors. Professor Brande, in an arti- 
cle on malt liquors, describes the manner in which 
they are adulteratep, in the beer-shops and public 
houses, and some of the breweries of London. 
The English are remarkably fond of malt liquor; 
it serves many of them for meat and drink, and 
lodging also. It must be a racy, piquant and nu- 
tritive article of diet, if what the Professor says, 
is true. He tells us that green vitriol is used to 
make the beer frothy, treacle to sweeten it, coculus 
indicus to intoxicate, pepper to sharpeu it, grains 
of paradise to warm it, and salt to prevent its 
quenching thirst. One of the most common, and 
at the same time most pernicious narcotic addi- 
tions is tobacco, which, being licensed at the 
publican’s, is not, like the other articles, tan- 
gible by the officers. This is not, it is said, an ex- 
aggerated account of the composition of the trash 
which, under various seductive names, is pumped 
up from under-ground laboratories, and retailed 
at the bar and tap; and that it is which the laborer, 
because, perchance, it is stimulating and stupifying, 
considers strengthening and comforting.—English 


paper. 





An exchange paper says, ‘ Those farmers who 
hesitate about their ability to take a newspaper 
are requested to keep one hen more than asual 
The profits will pay all costs.’ 


‘FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC- 
TUARY ;* FROM HEAVEN DIP THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 


HEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER; TO LOOSE THOSR THAT 
ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.--Bibdle. 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 





NEW-YORK! —— Wyarrt, to be executed 
at Auburn, on the 17th of August. 

Aspram Witcox, for the murder of Samuel 
M’Kinster of Saratoga. ‘Time of execution, July 
98, 1846. 


VIRGINIA! Honrer Hirt, for the murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
February, 1847. 

ARKANSAS! Marty, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


TILLET, for the murder of John Covert at 
Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 


KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parxer, of Scrub 
Grass, for the murder of his wife. Time of ex- 
ecution not known. 
MARYLA ND! Wms. Wuee cer, aslave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 
unknown. 
VERMONT! Excene Currrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 
not fixed. 
MISSOURI! Joun C. Lester, for the mur- 
der of his brother-in-law, King B. Scott. ‘Time 
of execution, Friday, July $1, 1846. 
SOUTH CAROLINA! Necro Girt, aged 
10 years, (!) for arson—execution to take place 
in Columbia county, in August. 
WicuiaM Smirn, for negro stealin 
ecution to take place on the first Frid 
tember. 


(!) Ex- 

“~. : * 

ay in Sep- 
7 

ABR AHAM, a slave, for an attempt to murder 

Lewis Rimrod, who was attempting to arrest him 

asarunaway. ‘To be executed on the second 


Friday in October. 

LOUISIANA! Samvex Kennepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W. Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed. 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas 'T'Horn, for murder; now 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 
execution not fixed. 

ILLINOIS! Axroszo Prrxnineton, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. Time of execution not 





the silent yet awful monitor myself; now, when fixed 


BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISP. 
MENT, &c. 


Haviug opened an office (40 Cornhill) we can 
now meet the wants of our friends in regard to works 
on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
lets und larger works for sale, some of which are from 
England, Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we could afford to 

We trust they will call and ex. 
The following is a list : 


print a variety of tracts. 
amine for themselves. 


Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles Spea: 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 

Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Charles C. Bur- 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 

A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to the Leg. 
islature of the State of New-York. By John L. 
O’Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on» Capital Punishment. 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let- 
ter to the Marquis of Northampton. By John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in- 
cumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts. 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By Robert Rantoul, Fsq. 
1835. Price 25 cents. 

Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his Excellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the Members of the Massachusette 
Legislature. Price 6 cents. 

Reform of the Criminal, by O. W. Bacon. 


JUST RECEIVED FROM ENGLAND, 
The writings of J. Sydney Taylor, the distinguish d 
opponent of Capital Punishment ; also, 
Capital Punishments unsanctioned by the Gospel. By 
Henry Christmas, M. A., F. R. S., F. 8 A., St. Johns 
College, Cambridge—for sale by the dozen or hundr: d. 


By E. H, 


In addition to the various works on Capital Punish- 
ment, &c., the following miscellaneous collection is on 
hand for sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend. 

The postage on books has been so much reduced, as 
to make it an object with parchasers to have them sent by 
mail. Booksellers do a large business in this way 
We should be happy to answer the orders of our friends 
in the same manner. 


Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War. 

Facts and linportant Information for Young Men, 
Do. do. for Young Women. 

Slaveholding and the Slaveholder’s Religion. 

Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou. 

Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 

A Condensed and Popular View of the Evidences of 

Christianity, 

Foster’s Book-Keeping, 

A New System ot Penmanship, 

Beauties of Penmanship, 

Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 

House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott; 


Young Husband, +, 
Young Wife, oe 
Young Mother, - 


Graham’s Letters to Young Men on Chastity, 
Life of Faith, by Prof. S. C. Upbam, 
Interior Life, by do. 

Practice of Holiness, by do. 

Phonographic Class Book, 

Reading Lessons in do. 

Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 


| Combe’s Physiology, 


Do. Phrenology, 

Do. on the Constitution of Man, 

Do. on Diet, 

Do. on the Management of Chi-dren, 


Memoir of Howard, 

Do. of Wilberforce, 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 

Do. of Jonathan Walker, 
Upham’s Manual of Peace, 
Dymond on War, 
Reign of Peace, 
Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. J. T. Sar 

geant, 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the Character of 
the Disciples, 
Parker’s Installation Sermon, 
Channing on Slavery, 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 
Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 

Law of Kindness, 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Hand-Book of Hydropathy, 
Facts in Hydropathy, 
Fowler’s Phrenology, 
Fowler on the Church and Religion, 


Do. on Temperance, 

Do. on Matrimony, 

Do. on Tight Lacing, 

Do. on Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 


Synopsis of Phrenology, 
Phrenologieal Guide, 

Do. Almanack, 

Advice to the Married and Single, 





AGENTS. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 

Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 

T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedfoid 
Benj. Spinney, Taunton. H. Bates, Norton. 

Capt. C.Goodspeed, Hyannis, G. Higgins, P. M.Brewster 
8. Higgins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.S. Hammond, Marbleh’d 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardston 
Nathan Wyman, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Hallistor 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham 
Darius Smith, Weymouth. 

VERMONT. 

Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. Eli Ballou, Montpelier. 
Haskell & Palmer, Woodstock. Dr. Spaulding, Brattleboro’ 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Leonard Chase, Milford. E. K. Rowell, Manchester 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev. I. Thompson, Halifax 
RHODE-ISLAND. 


Rev. B. Taylor, Providence, 


MICHIGAN, 


Lenawee Co. 





W. W. Hebbard, Adrian, hw. H. Gray, Kalamazee. 
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